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POQLAYD :  POLTITICAL AYD DC2UONIC TIEVI
for December 15 - 31, 1950

Compiled exclusively {rom information published
in the Polish Communist press.

A. DOLITICAL LIME

EABT-GUTLAY DUISTDONT PINCK I (AUSAW. On December 18
President Vilhelm Pieck of Tast Germany arrived in wzrsaw
accompanied by Vice~Promier Yeinrich Bau, Vice-Premier iuns
“ock, Foreign linister Ceorg Detinger, Assistant Foreign
"inister Anton Ackerman, chairman of the National Front
Dr wrich Correns, chaimmen of the Youth League Trich 'on-
necker, Chief of the President’s Chancery Otto Winter, the
President’s sccretary Wzlter Iartel, president of the Polish-
German Association for Friendship Karl wloch, and Chief of
’rotogol "erdinand Thun. The Germans spent two days in “arsaw,
during which they were met by every prominent politician in
accord:nce with a comprehcnsive time-table., It was emphadsed
in all addresses that the state visit had come about during
“ time when the westerm Powers were rearming .est Germany
against Poland., President Pieck euphacised in his address
that Polund was now second only to the Soviet Union in Gemanys
foreign trade. zond that “ast Germany, on the other hand, had

become second ~nly to the Soviet Union in Poland’s foreign
“rade. He emphacised that the Bolish~Cerman frontier was a
peace=-Lrontier and therefore inviolable. Ye reculled that
more and more German experts were coming to Poland "in order
to Zain experiences for work in their own country" and said
tht their numbers will increszse.

comment. ‘Wilhelm Pieck spent recently a few

50X1-HUM
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weeks in Moscow "in order to take a medical check-up by
Russian doctors beczuse of his declining health®". The Ger-
mans had in Warsaw too little time and their program was o
overloaded to permit any serious discussions (provided no
one of them stayed back in Warsaw, concerning which there
is no information). It seems, therefore, that the visit
was principally a caurtesy call intended to accustom the
Poles and the Germans to the somewhat unusual atmosphere
of friendship and to make an impression on the West in the
face of the discussions concerning the rearmament of West
Cermany.

Pieck’s statement on the foreign trade with Poland zx=
is worth:of interest. In this writer’s opinion ‘it - amounts
to the following: the Soviet Union takes the first place in
East Germany’s foreign trade because large quantities of
goods go to the Soviet Union, and Poland takes the second
place in West Germeny'’s foreign trade because numerous rol-
ish commodities, coal in the first place, go to East Germany
{(gratuituously). Dut it is still momzinteresting thst
Tast Germany has taken the second place in Poland’s foreign
trade in succession to Czechoslovakia. These changes happen~
ed after the adherence of Bast Germany to the COMECON, and
it is in fact incorrect to speak of "foreign trade" between
its mambers. The COMEZCON is now directing all foreign irade
of its area, in which questions of payment play no import-
ance whatever. '

Finally, Pleck’s statement confirmed the reports of
an earlier date according to which a number of former Polish
Germans have been permitted to return to Poland as experts.
Stotements put earlier into the circulation to the effect
that Soviet Russia intends to solve the Polish-German problem
by letting the Cermans to return to their former parts now
formally under the sovereignity of Poland, seem therefore
now more trustworthiy than before.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/08/29 : CIA-RDP83-00415R007700120001-2



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/08/29 : CIA-RDP83-00415R007700120001-2

-3-
COMITUNIST DOCKERS! INTERNATIONAL. According to state-

ments made during the meeting =zt Warsaw, the Standing Com=-
mittee of the Internationsl Federation of Communist Dockers,
which counted in July 1949 fifteen unions as its members,
has now increased this number to 24. The meeting was atten~-
ded by delegates from Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, China, Den-
mark, Finland, France, Greece, Yetherlands, East Germany,
Poland, Roumaenia, USA, Ttaly, Soviet Russia and Australia.
The following new members were admitted during the convent-
tionz Australias, New Zeeland, Brazil, Cuba and Colombia.

The French delegate Andre” Fressina, who presided the meetings
and is the secretary-general of the International Federation,
and the Ttalian delegate Murino di Stefano, who 1is = vice-
president of the Federation, were the chief speakers st the
meetings. A few deleg:ctes mentioned in the press were Vavile-
kin, chairman of the maritime trang ort workers union, for
the Soviet Union; Vuorinenm for Finlands Novakov for Bul-
garia; Yealy for Austreliaj Koman Descalu for Roumzniej
Herbert Littke for Zast Germany3 Peter Anderacn for Demmark;
Georgp Pontikos for Creeces and Tshiu-King for China.

comment. The mestings were devoted almost  50X1-HUM
exclusively to cuestions connected with the "Peace Drive",
i.e, to sabotage to be directed against the arms transports
for Western Durope. It is significant thst the delegates of
France an’ Italy - two nations holding the principal strategie
positicns - played the leading parts.

HUNGARTAN MITLITARY DELTGATION AT WARSAW. General Pal Ila
and Col. Kovacs zrrived in Warsaw to represent the 'ungarian
army in connection with the centendary celebrations of Gene-
ral Bem, the Polish-lungarian national hero.

POLAND "RECALLS" ITS COVSULAR OFFICERS FIOM WEST GLIMANY.
On December 13 the Assistant Forelgn ¥inister Skrzeszewski
presented to the British Ambassador a note protzsting against
"the violation of the diplomatic immunity of Polish cona lar
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officers in West Germany" and announcing the decision of
Poland to recall these officers, as they have been prevented
to carry out their official duties. 50X1-HUM

| _comment. This step was taken after the announce-
ment of the Allied Control Commisasion that it intended to re-
gard Polish conailar officers in the future as private citi-
zens because of their refusal to be aceredited to the Allied
Control Commission. This was in November, whereafter the Bri-
tish military suthorities evicted the Poles irom their resi-
dence and refused to accord to them the privilege of immu-
nity.

GOVERNMTNT SEBNEY FOR PUBLIC COMPLAINTS., The Communist
Party (PZPR) has directed all its agencies to check very care-
fully that all complaints coming from the public receive due
attention, Complzints presented by tle publie, says the de-
cision, "contain more often than not feelings of concern ab-
out the genaral wel®fare, socialized property, better working
methods in the administration, party organization and busineass
undertakings*. Party organs have omitted to use this '"means
of self-criticism” and have failed to secure that such com-
plaints receive proper attention by government and business
agencies. There are wuses in which the party organs have
tried to suppress the complaints and to relieve the accused
ol their proper responsibility. Party executives should there=-
fore devote in the future at least one meeting in each quarter
year to a report showing which complaints have come in and
what was their result. Lvery attempt to suppress criticiasm
is 1liable to be prosecuted and punished.

Some time afterwards the State Councll and Government
adopted a similar decision. Village, city, distriet and
provincial People’s Councils are to announce publicly on
what days their presidents, vice-presidents and section
chief's are available for the population. Central administrate
ive agencies (departments) are to be open for this purpose
each Monday. On those days "the population is entitled to
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file oral or written compalints egainst every state
asgeney.¥ Tvery nttempt to delay the hendling of such
compalints 18 to be punishable. Complasints made public

in the press should be met by the competent authorities
publicly within s month’s time. Failing this, the editor
is to forwerd the compiaaint to the next higher authority.
The State Council is to set up a special bureau for the
handling of the most importsnt complaints, and the publie
prosecutor is to collaborate in their handling. S0X1-HUM
comment. This implies simply the esteblighe
ment of a universal sguesling system, under which no one
is tc feel secure, this general feeling of insecurity
being perhaps the principal groundstone of the Communist
system,

Mannivh SENTUHG QR CTELCE PR DuiTiCN, The
general meeting of the Kielece Provinecisl Comuittee of the
Communist Party (in Widdle Poland) was devoted to the col-
iectivization o sgriculture. According to the press, "it
is a long way to ihe feelidg that Vilisge Committees hLuve
taken the politicel leadersbip ol rural rolend". It was
decided "to step up the party work in the villages". Ac-
cording to the present system, villages considered ripe
for collectivization were given special sttention. It such
villages every ettempt was made to collectivize farming
28 soon ag€ possible. The meeting rejected such prectices,
which it considered unsuitable. Tnstead, it was Jdeclded
to pay more attention to "combating the koulaks" in all
villegee ¢t the same time, considering that collectiviza-
tion will Jcllow Ly itseld, as soon as the Light fguinst
the koulzks is successiully over. Particular attention is
to be paid to every decision of am economic churacter -
orain deliverieg in the first place. The fulrilment of
production plsns was considered as being the princlpal task,
to be Jollowed immedistely by « drive agminst the koulaks,
though it wes zdded thot those two tasks could easily and
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successfully be combined.

DECISION OF THE AGRARIAN PARTY ZSL. The Central Com-
mittee of the ngrarian party &3L concluded its meeting by
adoptinzg a decision approving of the collectivization of
sgriculture snd making it the party’s own political line,
The SZL is "to sdopt henceforward the ideology of the PZPR"
and to work under the direction of the latter. It was em-
phasised, however, that the collectivization of agriculture
should bz done "without the mpplication of violence", though
it was decided to carry out the Lfight ageinst the koulaks
a2t the same time "with every means". Tor the future, the
task of honor of ths 2ZSL is to be to effect collectiviza-
tion in the ol and most resistant villages (where there
zre no smallholders nnd colonista). Finelly, the party is
to recruit new foreces “grown up under the system of people’g
democracy"”. The Communist press acclaims the decision with
zreat satiefaction.

POLITICAL THRTALS

T TUTNER CASE.  During the continued hearing of
Col. Turner, the former Tritieh Air Attachse, tha zgcused
involved & scorc cf forelgn diplomuAts, accusing thom of
coplonage agninst "peaceful Polzand%. He geve 29 Zritish,
12 Ameriean, 3 Irench, 1 Crnndlan wnd 1 Borweglen name, but
the pupers mention only the [ollowing ngmes: ‘Winch, lat
seerctary of the British Zmbassys; Gilberg, British Vicoe
Congul =t l.odzj 3cotl, BAr. Vicz-Consul =t Kutouwlee;
Sneddon, employee of the Dr.lubasgsys Cupl. Bock-Heenc,
Br.Maval Atteches Ui jor Dobree-Dell end Major irench, Lr.
¥il.Atteches; Ccelonels Dingley, Jeassice, "udzick and
Irikcen, Ame~iegn Wilitary snd air (Eriksen) Attrches;
Col, Zutbill, CUsnadian "il.Attache.

In addition Turner listed o sgorc of “clish n:mes
ond stated. amony other things, that he had met Cen.anders
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in fondon. Aecording to Turner Gem.Apders admitted that

he was deeply convinced in his heart that the present

Polish gystem of govermment has the support of the over-

whelming majority of the Polish people. Turned admittcd,“\

further, that ¥ikolsjezyk, the leader of the Polish peasant’

party, 414 not by =ny means flee Poland, as asserted, throug
ast Germany with conetant daonger for his life, but was

mnugpleﬁ out, of Poland, with British =ssistance, on board

of 5/3 Raltavis, or the sume hoat hy which Turnar intendod

to smugyle his fiancea ont of Poland,

The prosecution procduced scores of witnesses, all of
them sentenced previously for espionage, mostly Poles, but
even 2 number of foreigners. Of theae only a selected mm-
ber was heard, or perhaps the presa published only selected
statementa, A1l witnesses were supposed to confirm the
spying zctivities of Turner and other foreimm diplemats,

53 well as the fact that these foreign agents used their
personal acquaintances as tools.

Ir saite of 211 this Turner and his z2g8socciates were |
at the end not accused of espionage, but only of attempted
illegal erossing of the border. The prosecution stated
1ts cas2 in mild tvurns and demanded cnly *just punishment¥.
Turner himself regretted his "conspiracy sgeinst the peace"
snd prumised to stow by his future asctivity that he “did
not meen 1t =s bad as it looked", as h2 had come to the
conclusion that 3oviet Pussia snd Poland wanted pesage,
whereas England wanted war. Helmes, sn officer of S/8 Balt-
svia, expressed similarly his admiration fob Communist
Polend and his condemnstion over the war mongers in the
Pritish governmert, The rest of the sccusged simply applied
to the generosity of the court.

On December 18 Turner was sentshced te 13 months of
prison, his fiancee Bobrowska to 12 months of prison, and
Nelmes and Upperten of the S/8 Baltavia to 7 menths of pri-
son each.
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Allowing for the time spent by the accused in custody,
the court veleszsed NWelmas anu Upperton on the got. elmes
sulemnly promised to the court to maske "peace propaganda®
in “nglend.

During the trial the prosecution produced winat was
¢-1led writtzr evidence to coniimm British cspionsge in
fcland. The eviasnce consisted of s Foreign Ollice instruct-
tion signed by Zevin conceruning economie intelligence work,
=nd orf a letter from a British consul. The instruction of
Revin was a ustel stenciled circular ietter -nd no more

than that,.

comment. Turner’s statements indicate that 90X1-HUM
he prob bly was promised to b: relessed in no distant fu-
ture, permission Lo stsy in Poland and merriage with Rob-
rowska., It looked in the bLeginning as if Turner had jumped
over to thie Comsuniste, but they exaggerrated tie thing
cut of any proportion, as ususl. Turner’s asserted talk
with Gen.Anders is incroyable ahd a number ol his other
statements were likzwise sheer inventions. Hia reward is
apparent: the accusstion ol espicnage was withdrawn com-
pletely, though Turner pileaded fuilly several times, and
tiie sentence was more than mild, oy wiat mesns this wa
Achiieved remains an open question, but the Comsunists un-
doubtedly wou what they wanted: all eontacs with foreign
wiplomais will fall under the heading of attewped espione
2ge in tie ifuture, and all prominent foreigners were put
in o spot a3 people who cannot be relied upon.

Loadadk SninaCud T 10 TOARSY  Jather Franciszek #Woj-
nowski, foruer wean of 3arnowo who lstely had lived in
aabrzey 3ilaesia, under the assumed name of Jan Hedzierski,
was sentenced by the Tydgoszcz court martial to 10 years

ol prison ror collusion with the underground resistance
novemant,

comment. According to other sources the S0X1-HUM
ishop ol Opple was arrested at the same time for having
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assisted the aforesaid Wojnowski to carry out his clerical
duties in Znbrze under an assumed name.

VACTING OVUGMLING P00 TOLAND. Pelix Plszez, iorm.
export mrnager of "Havrtwig", one of Poland’s largest
atate sxport companies, is with 8 associstes under trial
he’ore the Zdyria court martial for havin, smuggled vaiu-
able mackinery out of Veland. The machines came CUrom the
expropristed textile works ol Lodz.

L‘S . ; IL \. UL ~J

:__
=

IO

FRRPEARE N

TN O AL the close of the war the irom ore wines

ol former snd present Poland were in part under weter or
out ol work for other rezscnd. In 193¢ 3% mines were
sperated In the sume area, 44+ were operated in 1944, but
only 19 in 1945, In the record year of 1939 the output
was 372,000 tons, shidch fell in 1945 to 109,000 tons.
At the cleose ol th: "ree-Year Plan the output was 424,000
Lona und juaped to 634,000 in 1949, During ths Three-Year
Plan the Jloaded winesg were in part put in order «nd 27
few wines were opq:ned in adgdition. Further, relinerics,
asdortment anc otier works were se’ Up Jduring the Tree-Yea:
Mlane A3 Fhown,y the produciion ol dren ore is +
wring the Hix-Year Tlan (uy 1933) u total of 3 million
tons, oslimated to cover one=thirda ol foland’s nead.
2olish iron ore dzpesits ar: estimated at a total of
00 wiliion tons, of which 99 per cent, however, is low=
quailly ore (iron contents amounting to 33%). “hie in-
vestment plan of 1970 Jor iroen ore industry has been
corried oute

COUSH S0 WUCTTON Uitda ik Sdx LA Plnil. Dwelling
Touse daamages in Polisihi citiea (counting oniy domages ex-
ceeding 1075 Lit a4 total of 299,400 buildings or 92649 mil

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/08/29 : CIA-RDP83-00415R007700120001-2



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/08/29 : CIA-RDP83-00415R007700120001-2

- 10 =

lien cubic meters. Of these 147,000 buildings or 305 mil-
lion cubic meters were in the conquered area. Host of all
were damaged the Protince of Wroclaw (Breslau), where
50,100 buildings zot damages, secondly Warsaw, where
20,400 houses were dameged, third the Provinece of 3Szezecin
{36,000 buildings), fourth the Prou.nce of Poznan (30,000
buildings damaged). According to official statements the
construction and repair of buildings was "unsatisfactory"
durinz the Tree«Year Plan.

During the 3ix-Year Plan (1950~-1955) 723,000 new dwel-
ling units are to be constiructed in Poland (one room and
kitchen being a "dwelling unit"). Of this 75% are to he in
new cities, like Mowa Ruta and Tychy, or new blocks in the
existing cities, like Furancw in Warsaw. As a number of
0ld dwelling houses have to be clesred away at the same
time, the actual inorease will be less than the plan, as
is shown by the followng tables

varsaw (city) 100, 000
Yarsaw (province) 37 HyOUG 5eb
Lodz - c. 40,000 5-6
Lodz - pr. 24 400 3¢5
Kielce Province 31,000 4.5
Lublin " 17,000 2.5
Biﬂ)"ﬂt@k " 19 s QO 2.8
Olsztym " 10,000 1.4
Gdansk " 28,000 4,0
Bydgoszes Y 17,000 2.5
Kosgalin " 55000 0.7
Szezecin n 16,000 2e
Zielona Gota 12,500 l.g
Poznan 24,000 3e4
Wroclaw 55,000 749
Opole 23,000 3.4
Katowice 130,000 18.5
Rrekow 34000 11.8
Rzeszow 23,000 33
694,000 100.0
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According to the plan the staff of industrial workers
is to be increased by 230,000 hands in the Provinge of
Krakow. In this province the consgruction of dwelling
houses is to be concentrated, in addition to Nowa Huta,
to the cities of Chrzanow, Trzebinia, Jaworzno, Szcaaxowa,
Oswiecim, Olkusz, AndrychoWw, Tarnow, Nowy 3acz, Bochnia
and Howy Targ.

In the Province of Wroclaw, where industrial empoy-
ment is to inerease. by 300,000 hands, the construction
of dwellings is toc bu concentrated to the citias of Wroclaw,
Walbrzych, its surroundings, Jelenia Gora, DzierzonioW
and Boleslawiec.

In L.adz lapor is to be increased by 250,000 workers.
comment. Tt should be added that the phang C< HUM
of housa consdruction are, as a rule, never fullilled.

They are scheduled in the last place. Taking the congtructe-
ion plang, however, for granted and considering the increasd
of population during the five cuming ysars, ihe numbar of
dwelling units per head will decrcase rather than increase.
The plan amounts therefors actuclly to a deterioration of
the housing situation during the Six~Year Plan, in spite

or the Tact that the situation 1s extramely bad already
now.

A T TN UARSAW. According to a Coverm=-
ment decision the construction of anm underground camsuni-
catiom system is to begin st arsaw immediately (in Janue
ary 1951). The first part of the work is to be completed
by the year 1956, and it is to consist of thrae cross-lines:
1) Torth-South Line (from Wlociny to Sluzewiee), 2) Horth-
Zast to South-West Line (Zerch-Wilenski Station, Theater
Square~Wola), 3) Zast-Vest Lins (Narutowlez square =-
Trzech Irzyzy square). The first stege of work is to include
the construction of tunnels, their provision with tubes,
and tho putting in order of bullding places. All equipment
is to be produced within Poland,.
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50X1-HUM
comment. No deliveries being expected from
the Soviet Union, und as the work is ascheduled to begin
at onca, the scheme looks esarnest.

lins running frvm the distrzct of Kroano to Waraaw was put
in operation on December 17.

According to the busineas
paper "Economic Life" the chemical industries "made during
1950 great progress by mastering the production of peni-
cillin at Tsrchomin snd by begimming to preduce aynthetic
rubber in OsWwiecim."
o, 3 MICAL . Pertiliger and
other w'orkn located in hoscwe, Cfnarzm:, datwy, Borek Pa=-
lecki zand Silesia were separated from tha joint adminis-
tration of these factories and iranaferred under an inde-
50X1-HUM
pendent management.
comment. This piece of information is wothh
of every considseration. The joint management is in charge
of fertllizer production. %hy then where the most important
factories separated from the joint management? Are they
to begin procueing something c¢lsa?

COMMINICATIONS

NI CONSTH TIONS. In the Province
of Gdznsk the construction of a bridge over river Visla
was ccrpleted at Knybawa. The construction of s bridge
over Nogat (part of Visla) nesr Juzowo was also completed.
Likewise *the construction of 2 road running around Tczewo
was ccmpleted in the same province. On Jenuary 1 clectrical
communicotions will start running between Gdansk and Nowy
Port.

POLTISH TRADS DEIR On Decamber 10
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a Polish trade delegation headed by Oede, the Minister
of Foreign Trade, left Varsaw on its way to ioscow.

C. CULTUPAL LIFE

2

PURPATATONY WONK Q7 THE S ]
3CITNCE. XNational conventions of all branches of Polish
science are at present discussing their work from the party
aspeet. Lately Polish economists and art critics conciuded
their conventions, 2% which party representatives set
Torth the lines of future work. At the same time a decision
was tzken to set up a Polish Academy of Seience, which is
to supurvise all regearch work and all seientific work in
zeneral, so0 a8 to ovold them from devisting from the gore
rect line, Ater the conclusion of zll separzte conventions
there iz to be = genewal ccngress of Polish acience, for
which prepzrations have been in progress for the last year,

== Q000 Cme
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50X1-HUM
BRIEF NEWS FROM THE SATELLI
for December 15 - 31, 19%
’ EAST GERMANY
EAST GERMAN PORTS. Rostock-Warneminde, Stralsund,

Sassnitz, Greifswald and Wolgast are the prinecipal ports
of East Germany.

Rostogk-Warneminde. These two constitute one harber
on the mouth of the same river. Rostock’s population is
about 100,000, Warnemiinde’s about 10,000. After & number
of repairs and extensions the combined capacity of the
port reportedly increased by the end of 1950 by some 1.2
million ton, being therefore at the present time aiout
5 million tons. A new railroad station is under construc-
tion at Rostock-Bramow. The combined harbob is used for
the imports of coal, iron ore, fish and lumber, and for
the exports of grain, sugar, salt and bricks. In 1948 the
turnover was 790,000 tons, which rose to 1,300,000 tons
in 1949. There is in Rostoek also a comparatively large
shipping yard.

¥Wismar. Population 35,000. Imports coal, lumber,
granite, iron ore and livestock, exports grain, sugar and
salt. The official capacity is given at 300 tons per hour.
The harbor is to be digged out 8c as to permit the arri~
val of hoats up to 8,000 BRT. At present the boats are
between 4 and 5 thousand TRT on the average. In 1948 the
turnover was 300,000 tons.

Stralsund. Population 44,000, Turnover in 1948 to-
taled 700,000 tons, but the capacity has reportedly been
increased by 900,000 tons and is given at present as being
2.5 million tons. (How this is estimated remains a secret,
but this capacity is mentioned in the presa.) The port
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is to be digged out to a depth of 7 meters. The pert im-
ports principally oil, lumber, coal, exporis grain and
sugars.

Saganitg. Scheduled to become the fishing port of
%ast Cermany. The port is to harbor 20 large fishing boats,
which are under construction according to the Five-Year Plan.

Greifswald. Population sbout 30,000. To be digged out
to the depth of 4 maters.

Wolzagt. A minor port with a population of 12,000,
Average depth 4 meters. Larger boat must therefore unload
in part near {sttief or the island of Ruden.

According to the Five-Year Plan the merchant marine
of East Germany is to be up in 800,000 BRT by the year of
1955. This would require the construction of another har-
bor. According to Walter Ulbriecht’s official statement,
however, the present division of Germany in two parts is
to come to an end by the saeid year and the Germans will be
able to use Liibeck, Hamburg and Bremen. Pending this de-
velopment the Germans are permitted to use Stettin.

The so-called "Peace Law" in
Zast Germany entered into force as of December 16. Accord-
ing to the law any one making propaganda for the remilita-
rizetion of Cermany or for war etc. is lisble to be punished
by prison for life.

SOLVAY SATIOTAGE CASE. On December 20 the trial of
10 former directors of the "Solvay" Company and of & number
of Sachsen=Anhalt govermment officials was concluded at
Bernburg. Of the accused Bekelman, Pluenecke, Kaste and
Bluethen got 15 years of hard labor for espionage and sa-
notage. The rest was sentenced for the same crimes to
prison from 2 to 10 years.

omm . According to statements in the 50X1-HUM
Swedish prees the trial aimed actually at the confiscation
of "Solvay’s" property.
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- NEW_DEPARTNENS The following new departments are
10 be set upt a Ministry of Heavy Industry, a Ministry
of Light Industry, a Ministry of Food Industry, and a
¥inddtry of Building Industry.

NTHE PRACE LAW®. According to the Chechoslovak
“"Peace Law" of December 20 the “war mongers™ are to re-
ceive asentences up to 20 years of prison.

ROA B According to "Rude Pravo", the
chief party newspaper, a funeral of "the victims of the
large railroad disaster®” took place in Podivin on Decem-
ber 26. Government representatives attended end the fune-
ral was arranged by the state, but the papers contain no
other mention of the disesster.

FATLURE 3] On December 18
Kliment, thn Einistur at Indnstry, stated at Brno that
the preduction plan of the heavy machine industry had been
a failure. Condidered as = whole, the plan will be ful-
filled to the extent of over 100 per cent, which does not
mean, however, as if all branches of industry had ful-
filled their plan. On the contrary, said Kliment, several
branches sre "considerably behind the schedule". Only a
few important factories account for the nice but mislead-
ing figure of "over 100 per cent". Practical steps should
be taken to prevent such things from happening in the
future.

ORTA A § PLIE Several press articles
discloa. that the ahopa of Czachoslovakia experienced a
general shortage of supplies during the X-mas time.

A AG JRE On November 1 the
collsctivisation or agriculturn was completed on half of
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